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By what I have stated respecting the ina-
hajuns, I do not by any means wish it be
imagined, that I think the mahajuns ought
always to be supported against the ryots, or
that there are not, in many parts of the
country, shameful abuses attending the
practice of this trade. So much am I con-
vinced of this, that, in stating the several
causes of delinquency, I have adduced the
mahajimy system as one; and it will be
found to be one of great weight in many
zillahs*

I set out with saying, that we should not
favour one party more than the other. The
mahajuns are frequently a most oppres-
sive class of men, and ruin the ryots, by
the exorbitant interest they charge, by their
cunning in keeping back their accounts,
thus leaving them in complete ignorance of
the state of their affairs, and by many other
iniquitous practices. These ought to be
checked, and a thorough investigation of this
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